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Die Schaffhauser Vogelwelt um 1880: die Beobachtungen und  
die Sammlung von Tierarzt Johann Jakob Pfeiffer aus Neunkirch  
(Kanton Schaffhausen)

Urs Weibel & Werner Schümperlin
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Abb. 1. -
 – Undated portait of Johann Jakob Pfeiffer.
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2. Untersuchungsgebiet, Material und  
Methoden
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Abb. 2. 
– Front pages of the diary of J. J. Pfeiffer. In addition to the 

complete naming, the following owners are noted on the left side.
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Abb. 3. -
 – Extract from the diary of J. J. Pfeiffer for the 9th to 12th of May. The mentioned species 

are underlined.



3. Ergebnisse

3.1. Tagebuch und Sammlung
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Abb. 4. 

– Section of the national map 
from Dufour 1:100000 of the Schaffhausen region around 1875/76. A large part of the entries of J. J. Pfeiffer 
concern the Klettgau (valley between Erzingen, Neunkirch and Beringen), the south part of the Randen 
(wooded hill between Osterfingen and Neuhausen) and the Rhine between Schaffhausen and Neuhausen.
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3.2. Brutvögel
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Abb. 5. -

 – Young male 
Osprey, shot 23 July 1865. 

Abb. 6. -

-

 – Whinchat (shot 7 April 1883, 
above), Common Stonechat (9 October 1864, left), 
Northern Wheatear (19 April 1878)
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Abb. 7. 

-

 – Eurasian Scops-owl (shot 14 May 
1860, above, and received from a taxidermist).
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Tetrao urogallus

Ixo brychus minutus 

-

Porza-
na porzana 

Otus scops 
-

Luscinia megarhynchos
Saxicola rube-

Tab. 1. 
-
-

 – Observation periods («Beobachtungszeitraum») recorded by Pfeiffer of (a) regularly oc-
curring migrants and (b) winter visitors, and (c) arrival dates («Ankunftszeit») of long-distance migrants and 
(d) short-distance migrants. Arrival dates are given as the period between the earliest and latest observed 
arrival. Pfeiffer noted geese predominantly as «wild geese». A classification to Greylag Goose, Bean Goose 
and other geese species is not possible.

  
 

(a) Durchzügler
Anas penelope
Anas querquedula 8
Tringa ochropus 8
Luscinia svecica

(b) Wintergäste
Anser fabalis, A. anser 11
Gallinago gallinago 8
Numenius arquata 1 8
Turdus pilaris 11 1
Galerida cristata
Corvus corone cornix
Corvus frugilegus

(c) Langstreckenzieher
Coturnix coturnix 8
Jynx torquilla
Cuculus canorus
Apus apus 11
Hirundo rustica
Phylloscopus trochilus 1
Oriolus oriolus

(d) Kurzstreckenzieher
Phoenicurus ochrurus –
Sylvia atricapilla – 8
Serinus serinus –



tra 
-

Acrocephalus arundinaceus 
Lanius 

excubitor 
-

Serinus serinus 

Chloris chloris 

-
Podi-

ceps cristatus Falco peregrinus
Galerida cristata

Mota cilla flava Cor-
vus frugilegus Turdus 
pilaris -

Mareca strepera Phalacroco-
rax carbo Tachymarptis melba

Corvus corax Em-
beriza cirlus

3.3. Durchzug und Winter

-
Columba palumbus

-
Phoenicurus 

ochruros Sylvia atricapil-
la 

Milvus 
milvus -

-

-

Pluvialis 
apricaria Stercorari-
us parasiticus Asio flammeus

Coracias garrulus An-
thus campetris Turdus torquatus 

Emberiza hortulana 

-

Circus cyaneus 

Aquila chrysaetos 
Haematopus os-

tralegus 
Calidris temminckii 

Abb. 8. 
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 – Male 
Garganey, shot 22 
March 1856. 



Tab. 2. -
-

 – Selection of some specimens 
from the Pfeiffer collection, available in the school Randenblick in Neunkirch. The original notes are from 
Pfeiffer, who noted them on the underside of the pedestals. He noted the sex of the birds with «mas.» ( ) and 
«fem.» ( ).

 

Perdix perdix

Tetrastes bonasia
Tetrao urogallus

-

Anser fabalis
1

Mergellus albellus
Mergus merganser

Netta rufina
1 1

Aythya ferina 1
Aythya fuligula

11

Anas querquedula

Anas penelope

Anas crecca

Podiceps cristatus

Streptopelia turtur

Crex crex

Porzana porzana
11



 

Gavia arctica
C. glacialis

Pluvialis apricaria

Numenius arquata 1
Scolopax rusticola

Gallinago gallinago
Lymnocryptes minimus 11

-

Larus ridibundus

Larus canus 1
Stercorarius parasiticus

1881
Athene noctua -

Otus scops
Pandion haliaetus

Buteo lagopus
1 -

Upupa epops

Coracias garrulus

Falco peregrinus

Lanius minor

Tab. 2. 



Stercorarius poma-
rinus 

Aquila pomarina 

-
Alcedo atthis

-

-
Gavia immer -

Tadorna tador-
na

Bucephala clangula

-
Martes martes

-

Bom-
bycilla garrullus 

-
Fringilla montifringilla

-
Bu-

teo lagopus -

Lymnocryptes minimus 

-
Turdis iliacus 

 

Lanius excubitor

Lanius senator

Lullula arborea
Galerida cristata 1 -

Turdus iliacus
Turdus pilaris
Luscinia svecica

Luscinia megarhynchos
Saxicola rubetra
Oenanthe oenanthe

Fringilla montifringilla 11
Emberiza hortulana

Tab. 2. 
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Totanus
Tot. ochropus T. glareola

ochropus -

-

-
Picoides tridadactylus

Melanocorypha calandra
Sylvia nisoria Pastor roseus 

-

Ti-
chodroma muraria -

-
Nu-

cifraga caryocatactes 

Spinus spinus -

Glaucidium passerinum 
Aegolius funereus 

3.4. Andere Tiere
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Mustela erminea

Lutra 
lutra -

-

-

-
Felis silvestris 

Vipe-
ra berus 

4. Diskussion
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-

-
Mergus 

merganser Netta rufina
Aythya ferina A. fuligula -

Streptopelia decaocto
-

Tadorna ferru-
ginea Merops apiaster -

Hippolais poly-

Abb. 9. -
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 – Crested 
Larks, shot 3 January 
1870.
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L’avifaune de Schaffhouse vers 1880: les observa-
tions et la collection du vétérinaire Johann Jakob 
Pfeiffer de Neunkirch (canton de Schaffhouse)
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