
Der Ornithologische Beobachter / Band 115 / Heft 1 / März 2018 49

Aus der Orniplan AG

Bestandsentwicklung der Feldlerche Alauda arvensis  
im Kanton Zürich

Martina Müller & Martin Weggler
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Location of the 257 census plots monitored in 2017 in 
which Eurasian Skylarks were originally present in 2008 as well. An additional 20 plots unoccupied by Sky-
lark in 2008 but occupied in 1988 (framed in black) have also been monitored in 2017, in order to assess the 
colonization rate of new plots. Patterns of local extinction (red), persistence (orange), recolonization (light 
blue) of Eurasian Skylarks are for the comparison between 2008 and 2017.



  

-

 
der Bestandsgrössen

-

Analyse

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-
-
-
-
-
-

 

-

-

-

-

-

Change in presence on 257 plots and population size (number of territories) of Eurasian 
Skylark in 2008 vs. 2017.
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Proportion of local extinc-
tions in 257 plots (ca. 50 ha each) depending on the 
local population size on the plot in 2008.
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Ausgangsbestand 2008 (Anzahl Reviere)
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Boxplots (10 %, 25 %, 50 %,  

75 % and 90 % percentile, mean as diamond) on 
 

2017 per plot in relation to the original number of 
territories 2008 in that plot.
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Effect of initial population size and isolation of plots on Eurasian Skylark persistence.
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Distribution of Eurasian Skylark ter-
-

ties; yellow: persistent occupation 2008 and 2017, red: local extinction, white: no Skylarks in 2008 and 2017.
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Change in terri-
tory numbers of seven additional farmland bird 
species on the 257 investigated plots.

 2008

Coturnix coturnix 4
Vanellus vanellus 1 0
Anthus trivialis 0 0
Motacilla flava 2
Saxicola rubetra 0 0
Saxicola rubicola 2 1
Emberiza calandra 10

-

 Open arable land at 430 m altitude between 
Neerach and Stadel in the region Zürcher Unterland on 28 March 2017. Number of Skylark territories in 
this census plot: 2017 1, 2008 3, 1988 5. Crop protection fleece at the time of territory settlement, large field 
sizes, winter crop, farm buildings and power lines limit the suitability of the habitat for Skylarks.
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Changes in agricultural management affecting skylarks and other farmland bird 
species (according to Newton 2017) and their relevance for the canton of Zurich (no. 1–7). Also listed are 
further changes in the cultural landscape that in recent decades have been discussed as possible reasons for 
the decline of the skylark. + = applicable for the canton of Zurich; – = not applicable; ? = unknown.

Effekt Zutreffen

1
2

oder Futterrüben
4

 •
 •

 • -

 •

 • -

 •



 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-
-

-

-
-

-

-

Mixed arable fields at 570 m altitude near Brütten on 5 May 2017. Number of Skylark territo-
ries in this census plot: 2017 and 2008 absence, 1988 4 territories. The habitat is unsuitable for Skylark due 
to power lines, missing field margins, tarred tracks, and high, closed vegetation cover early in the season.
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